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EW uses for electricity! New ways to capitalize Products Section at Schenectady. Every one offers 4 ‘ 

the versatility of electric power. New methods new opportunity for the power salesman to build good 

of doing an old job better, electrically. These are your will, by bringing it to the attention of his customers. 
power salesmen’s stock in trade. Most of these developments are not highly significant @ 
; ; t 
One by one, ingenious new products continue to come _a8 load builders. But as they move onto your lines ! 
from the G-E laboratories and factories. An electric we feel sure that they demonstrate the versatility of 4 
instrument for the super-accurate measurement of color _ electricity and extend the scope of its usefulness 
—one that eliminates the human factor. Another More important, they encourage still greater depend 
electric device to determine the degree of milk pas- ence on the service you offer. 


teurization—and to do it more accurately than ever We believe that this is an important phase of electrical 
before. For another industry, a new automatic control promotion and that it is of mutual benefit. It's 
that assures the uniform weave of textiles. These, to another G-E enterprise that is carried on in yout 
mention only a few, are marketed through our Special _ interest as well as ours. 
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Twenty-eight of these new opportunities are described in our booklet, Little-Known G-E Products for Industry 
(GES-2136). You can obtain a copy by calling your G-E sales office or - by writing to to 
General Electric, Special Products Section, Schenectady, N. Y. 
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American Gas & Electric 
Integration Hearings Open 


SEC begins long-awaited move to bring industry under “death 


sentence” provisions of utility act — Proceedings watched 
for clue to interpretation of law 


As public hearings opened this week 
on the formal plan of system integra- 
tion of American Gas & Electric Co., 
the Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion began its long-awaited move to 
knuckle the industry under the “death 
sentence” provision of the Utility Act 
of 1935. 

Since the SEC is preparing to issue, 
in the very near future, notice of inte- 
gration hearings to all major holding 
companies, the American Gas & Elec- 
tric proceedings assumed major impor- 
tance by the fact that they may shed 
light on what may be expected of other 
systems as well as commission interpre- 
tations of the sections of the act. 


First Major System 


_First to be called in the utility inves- 
tigation by the Federal Trade Com- 
mission, A. G. & E. is now first among 
the major utility systems to be called 
upon to prove itself geographically 
integrated and economically operated. 
It is also asked to prove that in addition 
fo its “central system” it should be 
dllowed to retain its two secondary 
‘ystems, Scranton and Atlantic City. 

As Richard Townsend, SEC trial 
‘xaminer, opened the hearings, the 
tom was fairly filled with utility exec- 
utives and observers. The Pennsylvania 
Utility Commission asked to be allowed 
to become a party to the proceedings 

use of its interest in any decision 
vhich will affect Scranton Electric Co. 





Vice-President Philip Sporn 
as first witness 


Frederic L. Ballard of Philadelphia, 
special counsel for American Gas & 
Electric, outlined the position taken by 
the utility that it now had an integrated 
system and that it should be accepted 
without reference to other holding com- 
pany systems. Its formal plan of inte- 
gration was filed with the SEC on 
November 30, 1939. 

Referring freely to the speech of 
SEC Chairman Jerome N. Frank before 
the American Management Association 
meeting in New York last week, Mr. 






Ballard said that there are five prob- 
lems of which Mr. Frank spoke which 
are not involved in the A. G. & E. case. 
These he listed: 

1. The holding company system was 
not created overnight by the magic- 


silk-hat act of reckless investment 
bankers. It was created more than 30 
years ago and had been conceived and 
built by power engineers and that the 
company made no lightning change act 
to try to come within the utility law. 

2. Company has confined itself pri- 
marily to the utility business, eliminat- 
ing gas, water and electric railway 
companies, and would not be hurt if it 
had to dispose of its incidental steam 
heating properties. 

3. A. G. & E. has simplified its cor- 
porate structure by reducing the num- 
ber of companies in the system from 
220 to 26 over a period of three decades. 

4. That there was no such situation 
as “stillborn or stifled in the mad ’20s” 
in its system, and that there has never 
been a default on interest of preferred 
dividends of the operating companies. 
The parent has met all interest and 
preferred dividend payments and has 
earned and paid something on its com- 
mon. 

5. That the holding company does 
not stifle local management, since the 
operating subsidiaries make and carry 
out their own development plans. How- 
ever, “you can’t have an integrated sys- 
tem if the left hand does not know 
what the right is doing.” 

It was pointed out, in arguing for 
retention of the Scranton and Atlantic 
City companies, as well as its “central 
system,” that the smaller properties 
had benefited from the high-grade 
technical assistance which they had been 
able to secure through being in the 
A. G. & E. family. 

There has been no impairment or 
interference with local regulation by 
reason that the subsidiaries are part of 
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Co., and D. T. Campbell, Scranton Elec- 
tric Co., during the luncheon recess 


the holding company system, Mr. Bal- 
lard said. “There has always been 
co-operation with local regulatory 
bodies.” 

Philip Sporn, A. G. & E. vice-presi- 
dent and chief engineer of the system, 
was the first witness. He described the 
physical operations in generation, 
transmission and distribution for maxi- 
mum efficiency. He pointed out that the 
power plants were located for natural 
advantage of fuel, water supplies and as 
load centers or to advantageously tie 
in with the transmission network. “The 
system plants are located to supply 
abundant power for development of 
chemical and mineral resources,” Mr. 
Sporn said, “and their development has 
been made possible by large and eco- 
nomical supply of power.” 

Mr. Sporn gave a liberal education in 
utility engineering and power plant 
operations as he traced the development 








of his utility system. It became evi- 
dent that his testimony will prove 
highly important in that the most effi- 
cient operation of the properties de- 
pends largely on the retention of the 
system as it now stands. Should either 
Scranton or Atlantic City be removed, 
the present efficient operations may be 
lessened. 

It is anticipated that the hearings 
will continue daily for the next few 
weeks, after which an adjournment 
will be called to allow digest of the 
testimony. 


New River Case Goes 
to U. S. High Court 


Solicitor-General Biddle has asked 
the U. S..Supreme Court to review a 
decision of the Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals that the Appalachian Electric 
Power Co. was not required to obtain 
a license from the Federal Power Com- 
mission in order to operate its hydro- 
electric plant on New River at Rad- 
ford, Va. The Appellate Court 
affirmed a decree of the Western Vir- 
ginia District Court. 

Officials of the Power Commission 
said the case involved its licensing 
power over power projects on non- 
navigable tributaries of navigable 
streams. 


Plan Diesel Plant 


South Hill, Va., is to have a new 
$150,000 Diesel-electric plant with 
three 300-hp. engines. The contractors 
have agreed to let the earnings pay for 
installation and maintenance, and after 
the company has received full payment 
the plant will become the property of 
the town. Wiley & Wilson of Lynch- 
burg are the engineers. 


INTEGRATION HEARINGS OPEN—Securities and Exchange Commission began this 
week its first hearings on integration of a utility holding company system, the American 
Gas & Electric Co. With utility executives and observers in attendance Richard Town- 
send, commission examiner, opened the hearings. 


4 (352) 





Frank Says SEC Aim 
Is to Aid Investors 


Ui security values not 
we destroyed through 
system integration 


Utility investors have had the wits 
scared out of them on many an occa. 
sion that they will suffer tremendoys 
loss when the SEC forces the holding 
companies to integrate their operating 
systems as provided in the utility act, 

Last week, before the annual cop. 
ference of the American Management 
Association in New York, SEC Chair. 
man Jerome N. Frank gave the assur. 
ance that the commission was not “set. 
ting out to destroy the investments of 
innocent investors.” However, he said, 
“we are not magicians. We cannot de. 
stroy a second time what financial 
trickery or folly of the past has once 
destroyed. Neither we nor the present 
holding company management can 
bring back to life value that was still- 
born or stifled in the financial whirl 
pool of the mad ’20s. We wish we could, 
and I know that responsible modern 
management wishes so, too.” 

Mr. Frank said that “our task will 
be the long, hard job of aiding those 
investors whose securities still have 
real value and restoring the public’s 
faith in the future of one of the most 
important industries in the country, an 


industry which Congress, and we, as 


the servant of Congress, are most eager 
to see expand and develop. I sincerely 
believe that in this task we shall have 
the valuable assistance of most of the 
holding and public utility executives.” 

Declaring that “many of the holding 
companies were created overnight, by 
the magic-silk-hat act of some reckless 
investment bankers,” Mr. Frank said 
that “our job is not of that kind. We 
have no rabbits and no silk hats. Ours 
is a slow, tedious process which will 
take years.” He said that integration 
will be slow and painstaking. 

Mr. Frank cautioned against charg: 
ing the SEC with “cracking down” on 
the utilities when the commission be 
gins hearings on integration plans. He 
said that the long delay by the utilities 
in filing integration plans indicated that 
the industry desired the SEC to take 
the initiative. 


Will Get Bonneville Power 


Arrangements have been completed 
by the Bonneville Administration to 
delive? 300 kw. of electric power to the 
Canby, Ore., municipal system ovet 
lines of the Portland General Electric 
Co. until such time as the government 
has constructed transmission facilities. 
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North American Units 
to Spend $61,000,000 


System operating companies will add 265,000 kw. capacity to power 
supply in two-year construction program — President Shea 
views the future with optimism 





Electric customers of operating 
companies in the North American Co. 
system have always found their supply 
well fully stocked with a reserve to 
meet any sudden peak, and the fact 
that there is adequate power capacity 
is a source of comfort that at least one 
problem need not be a cause of. worry. 

In order that the utilities may be 
ready at all times to meet demands for 
electricity, the North American sub- 
sidiaries have spent $215,000,000 in 
the last ten years—years during which 
a serious depression plagued the coun- 
try. In the next two years the com- 
panies plan to spend $61,000,000 more 
to provide additional electric supply to 
meet the growing needs of customers. 
Cash expenditures in 1940 will more 
than double those of the preceding 
year. 


Adequate Power Supply 


North American President Edward 
L. Shea says that about $38,500,000 will 
be spent during 1940 and more than 
$22,000,000 next year in a new con- 
struction and expansion program to 
add 265,000 kw. of capacity. He 
said that “it is the desire of the system 
to do its full share toward strength- 
ening the national defense with ade- 
quate energy for industry.” 

Workers in the electrical industry 
will feel the effect of this spending 
for it will make new jobs for them 
and jobs for thousands of workers who 
will manufacture the equipment and 
produce the raw materials used. In 
addition the program will sustain old 
jobs and help general business stability 
locally and nationally. 

Power plant projects alone will re- 
quire nearly half of the two-year ex- 
penditures. The balance will be for 
enlarging electric transmission and dis- 
tribution facilities, as well as for addi- 
tions to the other services. 

Preliminary estimates of expendi- 
tures are: 


Company Projects 1940 
roup Planned Estimates 
Missouri-IIlinols-lowa $23,000,000 $12,100,000 
io (Cleveland) 11,500,000 7,000,000 
nsin-Michigan 10,000,000 6,900,000 
ct of Columbia ,700,000 9,500,000 
Nsas-Missouri 3,600,000 3,000,000 
Tota | $60,800,000 $38,500,000 


The principal construction projects 
in the territories include: 
Missourt-ILtino1s-lowa—New power 
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plant in Venice, Ill., which, together 
with new boilers in the Ashley Street 
plant in St. Louis, will add approxi- 
mately 100,000 kw. to facilities of 
Union Electric Co. of Missouri and 
subsidiaries; the latter to be completed 
late in 1940 and the former in 1941. 

Onto—New power plant adjoining 
Cleveland Electric Illuminating Com- 
pany’s Lake Shore plant in Cleveland, 
with initial capacity of 60,000 kw., at 
estimated cost of $6,300,000; to be 
completed in early 1941, provisions 
made for ultimate capacity of new 
plant to be 240,000 kw. 

Wisconsin-Micuican — Addition to 
Wisconsin Electric Power Company’s 
Commerce Street plant in Milwaukee 
and installation of a new 35,000-kw. 
unit and boiler equipment to add to 
capacity of its electric generating and 
steam heating facilities, at estimated 
cost of $4,137,000; to be completed in 
fall of 1941. 

District or Cotumsia—Addition to 
Potomac Electric Power Company’s 
Buzzard Point plant in Washington, 
D. C., and installation of a new 50,000- 
kw. unit, at estimated cost of $5,000,- 
000; to be completed in fall of 1940. 

Kansas-Missourt—New power plant 
of Kansas Power & Light Co. at Abilene, 
Kan., with capacity of 15,000 kw., at 
estimated cost of $1,750,000; to be 
completed in summer of 1940. Installa- 


tion of a new. 5,000-kw. unit in Missouri 
Power & Light Company’s plant at 
Brookfield, Mo., at estimated cost of 
$500,000; to be completed in 1940. 


Optimistic Outlook 


Mr. Shea said that nine-tenths of the 
pewer plant capacity of the system is 
represented by steam-electric generat- 
ing plants and the projected additions 
are all of that type. 

Viewing the future optimistically, Mr. 
Shea said that “since 1929 the average 
use of electricity by residential cus- 
tomers served by the system companies 
has jumped 77 per cent and the average 
price has dropped 35 per cent. For 
1939,” he said, “this average use was 
approximately 1,025 kw.-hr. and the 
average price was 3.21] cents per kilo- 
watt-hour.” 

Mr. Shea said that the outlook is to- 
ward increasing demands for service, 
which will be met with increasing effi- 
ciency by the companies and by the 
industry generally. 


Set Up Independent Union 


The newly ‘organized Brotherhood of 
Consolidated Edison Employees moved 
this week before the National Labor 
Relations Board regional office in New 
York to intervene and be placed on the 
ballot in the collective bargaining elec- 
tion of Edison employees that may be 
held in the latter part of February or 
early in March. 

The brotherhood is composed of 
members of seven locals who quit the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, AFL, and set up an inde- 
pendent union unaffiliated with the 
AFL or the CIO. 





BUZZARD POINT PLANT—Building starts on the addition to the Buzzard Point plant of 
the Potomac Electric Power Co. of Washington, D. C, which is to house two 50,000-kw 
turbo-generators. In the original building there are installed two 35,000-kw. units. 





1940 
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Central Power & Light 
Rushes New Plant Work 


New $1,000,000 generating station at Corpus Christi will be ready 
for operation next June — Plans are made to double capacity 
in 1942 by addition of new 15,000-kw. unit 


Out in Corpus Christi, Texas there 
will be wide celebration next June when 
the Central Power & Light Co. completes 
construction of its new generating sta- 
tion, for it will mark another forward 
step in the progress of the utility, which 
has taken an active part in the growth 
of the territory. Work on the new station 
is progressing rapidly. 

It is realized that the two 7,500-kw. 
General Electric steam turbo-generators 
which are being installed will not be 
sufficient capacity to keep pace with 
community growth and demands for 
power, so plans have been made for in- 
stallation of a third unit of 15,000 kw. 


To Add Third Unit 


The station was originally designed 
so that it could be expanded as power 
demands increased. The company had 
one 7,500-kw. unit which it wanted to 
move from one of its existing plants, so 
it purchased a similar unit and then 
looked ahead to 1942, when, it was felt, 
the growth of Corpus Christi would 
need 15,000 kw. more capacity. 

Located adjacent to the deep water 
industrial shipping channel at Corpus 
Christi, the new plant will draw its cool- 
ing water from the ship channel and 
discharge it into Neuces Bay in such a 
manner as to prevent direct recircula- 


NEW PLANT IN TEXAS—Construction is rapidly progressing on the new steam-generat- 
ing station of Central Power & Light at Corpus Christi, where two 7,500-kw. turbo- 


tion, J. T. Parsons, chief engineer, says. 
Natural gas will be the fuel to fire the 
two 865-hp. Heine type boilers from 
Combustion Engineering Co. Both of 
these boilers are being moved from one 
of the existing plants. Working pressure 
will be 415 lb., total temperature No. 1 
boiler 725 deg., total temperature No. 
2 boiler 835 deg. Both boilers originally 
operated at 725 deg.; one is now being 
changed to operate at 835 deg. 

Design engineers of the new plant 
are Sargent & Lundy, Inc., Chicago. It 
will be concrete and brick erected on 
wood piling. Progress on the new plant 
has been rapid, and, as it takes form, it 
offers the community a new landmark. 

The condensers will be Westing- 
house Electric & Manufacturing Co., of 
10,000 sq.ft., two-pass, radial flow. One 
is being moved and the other has been 
purchased new. 


New Substation 


The company is building a new 13.8- 
ky. to 69-kv. step-up substation. All 
equipment and material, including 


transformers, switches, cables and steel, 
has been purchased. Transformers were 
purchased from Allis-Chalmers Manu- 
facturing Co. 

The new station will be connected 
to the existing transmission system by 





generators will be installed. View shows condenser pit in foreground 
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the construction of approximately 35 
miles of 69-kv. wood-pole transmission 
line. The major items have been pur- 
chased and construction will be handled 
by the company’s crew. 

Lon C. Hill, president of the utility, 
said that the new station will cost 
$1,000,000, and from a load standpoint 
will be in the center of the company’s 
area, extending over 66,000 square 
miles of south and southwest Texas. 

Last year the company sold $25,000,- 
000 of 3 per cent bonds and $7,000,000 
of 114-3 per cent serial debentures, the 
proceeds from which, together with 
treasury funds, were used to refund 
$32,045,200 of 5 per cent bonds. 


Court Fines Utility 
for Serving Stills 


Consumers Power Co. was fined 
$5,000 this week by Federal Judge 
Ernest A. O’Brien in Detroit in a 
precedent-setting case involving the 
question of whether public utilities 
must grant service to any applicant. 
The government charged that the util- 
ity supplied gas service to operators of 
illicit stills in Mount Clemens, Mich. 

Ralph W. Clark, the company’s 
Mount Clemens manager, and Wilson 
A. Bertke, distributing engineer at 
Mount Clemens, were fined $1,000 each. 
A jury on January 18 found the con- 
pany and individuals guilty of con- 
spiracy to violate the internal revenue 
laws. 

Judge O’Brien said in passing sen- 
tence: “Any public utility corporation 
has the legal right to refuse service if 
there is any reason to believe the serv- 
ice may be used for unlawful purposes. 
Any prospective customer who is re- 
fused service, if he believes he was in- 
jured, can appeal to the proper state 
commission.” 


Acquires Utility Lines 

The Bonneville Power Administra- 
tion has acquired the 66,000-volt trans- 
mission line in northern Pacific 
County, Washington, and the substa- 
tion on the outskirts of Raymond, 
Wash., of the Willapa Electric Co. 
The transaction, first purchase by Bon- 
neville of a private utility property for 
incorporation into its transmission sys 
tem, was accompanied by the transfer 
of the Willapa company’s Pacific 
County distribution system to the Pa- 
cific County -Public Utility District, 
which has signed a 20-year contract 
for 1,500 kw. of Bonneville power. 
Bonneville paid $156,000 and Pacific 
County PUD $186,000. 
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Portland PUD Vote 
Sought in Petition 


Petitions for a vote at the May pri- 
mary on plans for a Portland public 
utility district are to be circulated as 
a result of a decision by the Oregon 
Hydro-Electric Commission that the 
plans are feasible. 

In holding the plan feasible, the 
commission used as a basis estimated 
computing book value of $21,444,195 
for Portland General Electric property 
in the project districts and $9,690,058 
for Northwestern Electric property 
involved. 

The commission did not hold these 
were the actual values of the prop- 
erties. On the basis computed the com- 
mission did hold that Portland could 
enter the power business and could 
effect rate reductions. The report does 
not estimate possible severance 
damages. 


Roosevelt Asks New 
Funds for Agencies 


Congress was asked this week by 
President Roosevelt for supplemental 
1940 fiscal-year appropriations totaling 
$34,267,381 for sixteen agencies, nearly 
half of which was for funds to continue 
or complete reclamation and irrigation 
projects in the Southwest and West. 

Of the $16,017,000 requested for 
such projects $6,000,000 was asked for 
California’s Central Valley project to 
continue construction, $8,000,000 for 
the Grand Coulee Dam, $1,000,000 for 
Boulder Dam and $1,017,000 for the 
Rio Grande project and Elephant Butte 
Dam. 

The President asked Congress to 
raise the Works Projects Administra- 
tion’s funds for administrative expenses 
from $50,000,000 to $53,950,000. The 
Budget Bureau said the increased 
allocation, which comes out of the 
$1,477,000,000 already appropriated 
and thus does not mean an increase in 
the over-all appropriation, was needed 
because of added duties imposed by the 
1940 relief act. 


Marion-Reserve Power 
Awards Plant Contract 


Marion-Reserve Power Co. has 
awarded a contract to Stone & Webster 
Engineering Corp. for installation of 
412,500-kw. generating unit in its power 
Plant at Marion, Ohio. The company 
Proposes to tie in various parts of its 
system not now integrated. 

The utility has completed arrange- 


ELECTRICAL WORLD © February 32. 


Fea 


RECORD SNOWFALL—Boulevard substation of Georgia Power Co.. principal substa- 









tion serving Atlanta, under a 10-in. blanket of snow. Although the storm was of 
record proportions, company officials said that there was little or no damage to distribu- 
tion or transmission lines. Historic Five Points in Atlanta the morning after the record 


10.3-in. snowfall, January 23 (below). 





ments with bankers for the issuance 
of $7,750,000 first mortgage 20-year 
31% per cent bonds, $1,240,000 of 2% 
per cent eight-year serial notes and 
7,500 shares of $5 preferred stock, pro- 
ceeds to be used to redeem outstanding 
bonds and notes and to reimburse the 
treasury for past expenditures and to 
defray part of the cost of new con- 
struction. 


New Rural Lines Planned 
by Illinois Companies 

Illinois Commerce Commission has 
granted certificates to two electric util- 
ities to construct and operate a total 
of 31 miles of rural electric line. Pub- 
lic Service Co. of Northern Illinois 
has been authorized to construct 16 
miles of line and [Illinois Northern 
Utilities Co. will build 15 miles of 
line. 

The commission also granted a cer- 
tificate to the Illinois Northern Utili- 
ties Co. to construct and operate 1.5 
miles of electric line near Erie, White- 
side County, a relocation of one of the 
company’s present lines. 


1940 





Pipe Line Company 
Loses REMC Suit 


The Indiana Appellate Court has 
just ruled in favor of the Indiana State- 
wide Rural Electric Membership Corp. 
in its litigation with the Illinois Pipe 
Line Co., instituted first in circuit court 
at Newcastle, Ind. The REMC won the 
suit in the lower court and the pipe 
line company appealed. 

Suit was brought by the pipe line 
company to enjoin the electric company 
from constructing light and power lines 
along highways where the appellant 
had telephone lines in connection with 
its pipe line for transportation of crude 
petroleum. The appellant contended 
that the electric energy would greatly 
interfere in the operation of its tele- 
phone line, used in the conduct of its 
interstate business. The Appellate 
Court held that the fact that the appel- 
lant obtained the right of way first, did 
not in any way give it an exclusive 
right to prevent appellees from con- 
struction of their electric lines along 
the same side of the highway, that each 
was to construct and use its franchise 
to interfere as little as reasonably pos- 
sible with the use by the other. 
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ST. LAWRENCE—Canadian and American officials discussing, in Washington, neqotic. 





Wide World Photos 


tions for a new treaty for the development of the St. Lawrence waterway and power 
project. L. to r., around the table—Dr. Olivier Lefebvre, J. E. Read. Guy A. Lindsay and 
Dr. O. D. Skelton, Canadian delegation: Loring C. Christie, Canadian Minister to the 
United States: Dr. T. H. Hogg, M. C. Hendry, Escott Reid, second secretary of the 
Canadian Legation: Gerald V. Cruise, Leland Olds, chairman Federal Power Commis- 
sion; Adolf A. Berle, Jr.. Assistant Secretary of State: Brigadier-Gen. T. M. Robbins and 
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Sees Adequate Power 
in New England Area 


There is not a remote probability of 
a power shortage in New England, 
even if America should some day be 
plunged into the European war, accord- 
ing to Thomas H. Carens, vice-presi- 
dent of Boston Edison Co. 

Speaking before members and guests 
of the Boston Stock Exchange last week 
on “New Vistas in the Electric Power 
Industry,” Mr. Carens said that the 
utilities in New England have always 
kept well ahead of any normal demands 
for power facilities. “Even after the 
panic of 1929 they went ahead at full 
speed for a year or more with their 
construction plans,” he declared. “Then, 
as the demands for power fell off to 
an alarming extent, there was a leveling 
out in the expansion program. But 
when the first era of recovery began 
the utilities resumed their building for 
the future, and have kept well ahead 
of the recovery.” 

It was pointed out by Mr. Carens 
that New England Power and Boston 
Edison systems have been intercon- 
nected for many years and their con- 
struction activities have been necessarily 
interdependent. When present pro- 
grams are completed early in 1941 the 
two systems will have 120,000 kw. more 
capacity available than in 1938. 

Discussing the power situation in 
England since war started, Mr. Carens 
said that “in spite of the enormous in- 
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crease in the production of war ma- 
terials, England is today using less 
power than it was a year ago. Industries 
not essential to war purposes have 
been shut down or converted.” The 
“blackouts” have so reduced the peak 
demands in the evening hours that Eng- 
land has an abundance of reserve 
power capacity. In time of war our 
experience would probably be not un- 
like that of England, Mr. Carens de- 
clared. 


Plans to Spend $600,000 


Illinois-Ilowa Power Co. has asked 
Illinois Commerce Commission for 
authority to spend $400,000 on a trans- 
mission line and $200,000 on additional 
electric generating facilities. 





Alex Dow Sees Fairly 
Good Year for Utility 


Alex Dow, president of Detroit Edison 
Co., in his annual report to stockholders 
said: 

“We think 1940 will be a fairly 
good year. Of course we cannot be 
sure of that. But when prospects are 
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St. Lawrence Project 
Treaty Appears Near 


Since he was a comparatively young 
man, President Roosevelt said last week, 
he has been talking about the St. Law. 
rence seaway and power project. Now 
he hopes, with some confidence, that 
he can steer Congress to action and 
put his “old” pet project into being. 

Last week Canadian representatives 
conferred in Washington with United 
States officials on contents of a treaty 
which will be acceptable to the two 
governments. After a three-day confab 
the delegates issued a joint statement 
in which it was said that now they 
must consult their respective govern- 
ments “on various matters of policy” 
and that the negotiations would con- 
tinue through diplomatic channels. 

Definite progress is said to have been 


-made and now the engineering advisers 


are completing their plans after reach- 
ing substantial agreement on the feasi- 
bility and desirability of the project. 
There is proposed a main dam in the 
vicinity of Barnhart Island, with a 
power house in each country and a con- 
trol dam upstream. This plan was dis- 
cussed in 1926 and said to be cheaper in 
cost than the project on which the 1932 
treaty was based. 

A committee of 100 civic and indus- 
trial leaders of the Niagara frontier 
area was formed last week to oppose 
the St. Lawrence project. 


Denies Motion on Payment 
of Tennessee Utility Bonds 


A motion by attorneys for a group 
of minority bondholders. of Tennessee 
Electric Power Co. for summary judg- 
ment in their consolidated suit to com- 
pel the company, City Bank Farmers 
Trust Co., trustee for the bonds, and 
Commonwealth & Southern Corp. 
parent company, to pay off first and 
refunding mortgage bonds at the call 
price of 105 instead of 100 has been 
denied by Supreme Court Justice 
Phillip J. McCook. 

The suits resulted from retirement of 
the obligations of the Tennessee utility 
after sale of the company’s electric 
properties to the. TVA and _ various 
municipalities and rural co-operatives. 


a7 
Wins Flying Title 
Paul B. McKee, president of Pacific 
Power & Light Co., has won the title 
of the “flyingest business man during 
the last year in the Pacific Northwest. 


He has a record of approximately 75, 
000 air-miles in 1939. 
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New TVA Plan to Test 


Rate Yardstick Length 


House committee considers proposal to place power operations 
in new corporation — Tennessee Valley states seek 
ways to regain utility tax losses 


Back in the days when the Tennessee 
Valley Authority was running “hog- 
wild” with taxpayers’ money to con- 
struct giant hydro-electric dams, which 
it said were primarily for flood control 
and navigation, cities, towns and vil- 
lages in the valley drank in all the 
“sweet sayings” of public ownership 
advocates that the TVA could create 
anew Utopia. Very little thought was 
given in those days to loss of tax reve- 
nue, and its consequence, when the 
private utilities were taken over and 
publicly operated. Now the ghost has 
come to haunt the depleted tax coffers. 


Want Tax Revenue 


Having come of age, and claiming 
that it is on a paying basis since it has 
taken over parts of Alabama and Mis- 
sissippi and all of Tennessee territories 
formerly served by private utilities, 
TVA is letting others scrap over tax 
revenues. The states in the Tennessee 
Valley want more taxes from the gov- 
emment power projects. Taxpayers in 
other sections of the country feel that 
since the valley is reaping the “bene- 
fits” it should pay the freight. Con- 
gress will soon be called upon to pass 
judgment in the form of a new pro- 
posal in the operations of TVA. 

Appearing in Washington last week 

| before the House military affairs com- 
mittee, Tennessee’s Governor Prentice 

Cooper and other state officials stated 
that they would present a “united 

| front” to Congress in support of TVA 
tux replacement proposals. Governor 

Cooper said that the tax loss threatens 
to bankrupt a number of counties as 
well as upset badly the fiscal affairs of 
the state itself, About 90 per cent of 
the electric utility properties in his 

slate, once important tax sources, are 

Rs publicly ewned and not subject to 

es, 

Representative Andrew J. May (Dem. 

_ Ky.) has several plans for TVA and 
is Operation. Other members of his 
affairs committee have their 

wn ideas as to what should be done. 
their proposals get Congressional 

_ ®proval, TVA will take on a new set- 

‘which will truly test the length of its 
Power yardstick. 

Thought is being given to the crea- 
tion of 2 corporation to take over and 
‘erate TVA power facilities and leave 





flood control, navigation, reforestation, 
national defense, fertilizer making, 
playgrounds, etc., to the present au- 
thority. 

This new government-controlled cor- 
poration would be created along strict 
business lines and operate, not as an 
arm of the government, but made to 
prove its worth and return to the fed- 
eral Treasury any profits. 

It is believed that under the new 
setup the controversy over the so-called 
rate “yardstick” value of TVA could 
be determined. It would also solve the 
tax problem, since the corporation 
would be subject to all the regulations 
and charges of a similar enterprise. 
It is realized that any changes in the 
present setup will bring forth howls 
from the public ownership crowd, but 
then, it is said, TVA has not fulfilled 
all the Utopian promises made for it. 

Governor Cooper, using TVA fig- 
ures, told the committee that the public 
ownership program has saved power 
consumers more than $7,500,000 an- 
nually, or more than twice the amount 
of the state’s tax loss, which he esti- 
mated at about $3,000,000. 

When Representative May heard this, 
he remarked that this situation “makes 
it difficult for this committee to go on 


the floor and convince the House” that 
a bill to give the states more TVA tax 
payments ought to pass. 

County and city officials told the 
committee of their distress and how 
government functions and schools are 
suffering from loss of tax revenue. The 
opinion was general that the utilities 
had proved a valuable tax source. 

The bill now before the committee 
would establish a formula under which 
TVA would replace most of the ad 
valorem taxes lost by the states in 
which it operates. These payments, in 
lieu of taxes, would come out of the 
TVA gross revenues. The formula pro- 
vides that payments would amount to 
10 per cent of gross receipts in 1941 
and that the percentage would decrease 
gradually until it reached a flat 5 per 
cent rate after 1948. 


Consumers Power 


At the request of Consumers Power 
Co., SEC canceled the scheduled re- 
argument this week on the utility’s 
proposed $10,000,000 of new financing. 
The company said that it does not de- 
sire at this time to issue any additional 
securities. 


Philadelphia Company Plan 
The SEC approved conditionally this 


week a revision in the capital structure 
of Philadelphia Company, subsidiary of 
Standard Gas & Electric, and warned 
of the eventual necessity of corporate 
simplification under the utility act. 





NEW SUBSTATION—One of the new 1,500-kva. substations of the Electric Power Board 
of Chattanooga, Tenn., which steps down current from 12.5 kv. to 4 kv. for distribution 
over the overhead network in the expanded system 
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C.E.A. Winter Meeting 
Held in Montreal 


Canadian Electrical Association re- 
cently held its annual winter confer- 
ence in Montreal under the general 
chairmanship of J. E. Lawson, presi- 
dent of the association and vice-presi- 
dent and general manager of Canadian 
Niagara Power Co., Ltd., Niagara Falls, 
Ont. | 

More than 250 delegates were in at- 
tendance at the two-day meeting, dur- 
ing which time 22 of the association’s 
active committ held meetings and 
discussed prob of common inter- 
est to their respective members and 
other delegates. 

The probable effect of the war on 
rate trends was discussed by the rate 
structures committee, as were prob- 
lems in changing a commercial light- 
ing rate from block to a demand rate 
and problems involved by fluorescent 
lighting. Short period loads due to 
war demands, heating by infra-red, 
Diesel competition, trend of heating 
loads and interchange of power were 
the subjects under discussion by the 
industrial power and heating group, in 
addition to a general discussion on 
electric welders. 

Reports have been arranged for by 
the lighting committee on Canadian 
lamp sales statistics, including fluor- 
escent. The possibility of setting up a 
water systems council was discussed 
with pump manufacturers by the rural 
service committee and further infor- 
mation will be secured in this regard. 

Adequate wiring and acceptance by 
the N.F.P.A. of thin-wall insulation 
were discussed by the wiring committee 
and it was suggested that the Canadian 
Electrical Code might be revised to in- 
clude thin-wall insulation. 

At a general session of all delegates 
a paper was read on the subject “Ac- 
counting Aspects of Engineering Prob- 
lems” by James M. Seay, vice-president 
and controller New York Power & Light 
Corp. | 

Mr. Lawson, president of the asso- 
ciation, addressed the delegates on the 
power requirements of Ontario in rela- 
tion to present and proposed develop- 
ments on the Niagara and St. Lawrence 
Rivers and other power sites in that 
province, 

At the executive meeting it was de- 
cided to hold the annual convention 
of the association at the Seigniory Club, 
Province of Quebec, on June 26-28. 


Buys Utility Plant 


The Toccoa Falls Light & Power 
Co., Toccoa, Ga., has been sold to 
J. I. Dover of Clarksville, Ga., who 
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took over operation of the plant the 
first of the year. The sale of the plant 
and lines was announced following the 
settlement of the estate of E. P. 
Simpson. 


FPC to Resume Hearings 
on Service Companies 


Continuing its investigation into the 
practices and service charges of the 
Associated Gas & Electric System serv- 
ice companies, particularly as they re- 
late to Metropolitan Edison Co., North- 
ern Pennsylvania Power Co., Pennsyl- 
vania Electric Co., Erie Lighting Co., 
Clarion River Power Co. and Solar 
Electric Co., Pennsylvania operating 
subsidiaries, the Federal Power Com- 
mission has ordered that the hearing 
on matters involved in this investigation 
be resumed on February 19. 

This investigation was instituted by 
the FPC in January, 1936, following 
complaint filed by the Pennsylvania 
Public Service Commission that these 
service companies had refused to make 
available to the state commission their 
books and records showing the make-up 
of charges made to Pennsylvania oper- 
ating subsidiaries of the Associated 
Gas & Electric Co. Following court 
litigation, hearings were resumed in 
December, 1938. Representatives of the 
commission have been engaged for 
nearly a year in the examination of 
books and records. 





MEETINGS 


Edison Electric Institute—Prime movers committee 
Detroit, Mich., February 5-6; transmission and 
distribution committee, St. Louis, Mo., Febru- 
ary 5-7; accident prevention committee, St. 
Louis, Mo., February 8-9; electrical equipment 
committee, Netherlands-Plaza Hotel, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, February 12-13. Annual sales conference, 
Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago, March 18-21; 
technical committees, Edgewater Beach Hotel, 
Chicago. Ill., May 6-9; annual convention, At- 
lantic City, N. J., June 2-6, 


National Electrical Manufacturers Association— 
Mid-winter Conference, Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, 
New York, N. Y., February 5-9; sone meeting, 
The Homestead, Hot Spr , Va., May 12-17. 
W. J. ald, matiaging* director, 155 East 44th 
St., New York, 

American Institufe of Mining and orn 
Engineers—Annual i February 12-15, 
New York, N. Y. A. H. Parsons, secretary, 29 

West 39th St., New York, N. Y. 


Southeastern Electric Remener Cav inerinn and 
operation section, Robert E. Lee Hotel, Jack- 
son, Miss., February 22-23. J. W. Talley, execu- 
oy secretary, 308 Haas-Howell Bldg., Atlanta, 

a 


Oklahoma Utilities Association—Annual conven- 
tion, Biltmore Hotel, Oklahoma City, March 
18-19. Kate A. Niblack, secretary, 625-626 Bilt- 
more Hotel, Oklahoma City. 

Midwest Power Conference—Palmer House, Chi- 
cago, Ill., April 9-10. 

Missouri Association of Public Utilities—Annual 
convention, Elms Hotel, Excelsior Springs, Mo., 
April 17-19. Jesse Blythe, assistant secretary, 

erchants Bank Bidg., 101 West High St., Jef- 
ferson City, Mo. 

Electrochemical seis totes meting. Galen 
Hall,-Wernersville, Pa., April 24-27. Dr. Colin 


. Fink, secretary, Columbia University, New 
York, N. Y. 

























Union Electric Suit _ 
Starts Company Prob, 


Suit for $300,000, including $199, 
000 for punitive damages, has bes 
filed in St. Louis Circuit Court againg 
Union Electric Co. of Missouri g 
two of its former executives by Og 
F. Funk, former vice-president of 
company, whose dismissal in J 
1938, led to the SEC investigation 
the utility. ; 

The suit names Louis H. Egan, 
mer president, and Frank J. Bog 
former executive vice-president, | 
Funk alleges that he was dismis 
because of his refusal to “misperfg 
the duties of his office.” 4 

The utility has begun its own 
vestigation of the activities of it 
mer officials in an effort to detern 
to what extent company funds mayh 
been used for political purposes a 
in shaping the course of legislatis 
Dr. William McClellan, president, sa 
that the management desires to kno 
what became of a slush fund. 

Frederick J. Martin, former Unig 
Electric official who had pleaded guilty 
to perjury, giving testimony in the 
SEC inquiry and sentenced to sx 
months in jail, has been placed on 
probation for two years by Federal © 
Judge Moore. He had previously paid ” 
a $501 fine. 


Will Hold Instrument 
Exhibit in New Jersey 


A three-day conference and exhibi- 
tion will be sponsored by the Power 
Maintenance Association of South Jer 
sey, to bring to industry in the Phila 
delphia, Trenton, Camden and South 
Jersey area an exhibit to show the 
proper use of instruments to enable it- 
dustry to minimize production, process 
and operating costs. 

All leading instrument manufacturers 
will participate and exhibit their new 
est refinements of instruments for i 
dustrial application. The exhibit wil 
be held March 12, 13 and 14 in the 
gymnasium of the Camden County Vo 
cational School, Camden, N. J. 





Doherty Scholarships 


An award of thirteen scholarships 
by the Henry L. Doherty Educational 
Foundation has been made to sos 
and daughters of the organization’ 
personnel jn eleven states. The founda- 
tion was organized in 1939 by em 
ployees of the Cities Service organi 
tion in honor of the late Henry 
Doherty’s 69th birthday. 
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Bushing Breakage 
Used to be 


a lot of trouble’ 


Finally the boss cracked down. Said we were 
breaking so many transformer bushings 
in the store room it looked like sabo- 
tage. I didn’t blame him for his peeve, 
even though we hadn't been careless. 


a 
JN 


Next ! showed him that the secondary & 
ings on L-M Transformers are proté 
by the same type of overhanging po 
I knew we had the bushing problem li 
when the boss said we'd see a lot 


hdl L-M Transformers coming in from no 


I showed the boss just how that overhang- 
ing pocket they put on the primary bush- 
ings of L-M Transformers protects the 
bushings from bumps in the store room, 
on the truck, and going up the pole. 


After the boss gave us a fancy going over I 
pointed out to him that we didn’t have 
that broken bushing trouble with L-M 
Transformers. He got interested rightaway. 


Those overhanging pockets on L-M Transformers do a great 
deal more than make the bushings safe from bumps. They are 
one of the big reasons why rain, snow and sleet don’t get inside 
L-M Transformer tanks. As a matter of fact, these L-M over- 
hanging pockets prevent rain and snow from even getting near 
the gaskets, where moisture seepage is most likely to occur. 
Important, too, are the greater clearances inside L-M tanks 
made possible by recessing the bushings in the overhang- 
ing pockets. And, if repairs should ever become necessary, 
you can lift the L-M core and coil assembly right out of 
the tank without removing the bushings... recessed in the 


verhanging pockets, L-M bushings are never in the way. 


LINE MATERIAL CO. 





A.LE.E. President F. M. Farmer, Alfred Nob!e prize winner C. E. E. J. Amberg, Connecticut Light & Power, and B. P. Baker, W. H. Harrison, A. 
Shannon, M. I. T.; Dr. J. K. Finch, Columbia University L. R. Ludwig and J. B. MacNeill, Westinghouse Withington, N. Y., N. 


A.LE.E. visitors to the Bayonne, N. J., plant of General Cable Corp. R. J. Wensley and William Deans of L-T-E 


J. J. Torok, Corning Glass; P. B. Juhnke, Chicago Common- __F, R. Longley, Western Massachusetts Companies; Robert Treat, Genera! Electric: 
wealth Edison; J. E. Housley, Aluminum Co, of America; E. E. George, Phoenix Engineering: L. F. Hickernell, Anaconda Wire « Cable; 
¢. J. Phillips, Corning Glass J. W. Bennett, Western Massachusetts Companies 





Alexander Maxwell, E.E.1.; A. E. Silver, 


Alt. & Ta Sidney M. A. Edwards, General Electric: Ebasco Services; A. Davidson, Hydro S. B. Hibben, Westinghouse; Graham Claytor, Ameri- 
EGER. R. Prof. C. W. Willis, Princeton Electric Power Commission, Toronto can Gas & Electric, and Harry Stephens, Westinghouse 
University 


ALE.E.Winter 
Convention 


More than 1,600 electrical engineers 
from all sections of the country gath- 
ered in New York City last week for 
the annual winter convention of the 
American Institute of Electrical Engi- 
neers. Papers on a wide variety of 
subjects were discussed during the five- 
day sessions. Opinion was that the 
many advancements in electrical appa- 
ratus and operations have added much 
to national economy and progress in 


industry. 


R. R. Kime and C. A. Powel of Westinghouse: T. G. LeClair, 
Chicago Commonwealth Edison: L. O. Dorfman, J. Slepian 
and A. C. Monteith of Westinghouse 


Harry Stephens, J. R. McFarlin and E. A. Leinroth, Electric Service 
Westingh« use Supplies Co., and Claude Matthews, W. N. Matthews 
Corp. 


E. B. Alexander, J. R. Stover and W. W. Perry, New York 
State Electric & Gas 
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Lengths of Anaconda cable undergoing 
high voltage tests at Hastings-on-Hudson 
**proving ground.’’ 


Technician placing samples of rubber-in- 
sulated cable in Geer Oven. This is one 
of the accelerated aging tests by which 
the life of Anaconda cable is predicted. 


G 
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T HE SCOPE OF ACTIVITIES carried on 


in Anaconda laboratories is truly 


comprehensive. Not only do standard 


products in manufacture receive regular 
testing, but research is continuous in the 
development of new and better products 
for the electrical industry. 

Each new product undergoes exhaus- 
tive tests which simulate actual service, 
but are many times more severe. Witness 
the examples illustrated here. 

By such means, years of service are packed 
into a few days or weeks of testing time. 
Thus we know how well our products 
are constructed, and how they may be 
expected to perform. 

And it is through just such laboratory 
vigilance that Anaconda brings you 
brand-new products —“pre-tested” for 
dependability. 

Put your problem up to Anaconda 
Why not enjoy the benefits of this con- 


stant research by Anaconda engineers? 
When you have a wire or cable prob- 


lem of any kind, put the matter up to 
us. Our comprehensive technical service 
is “on call.” 500s 


+ 
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‘Output 12% Over 1939 
in Seasonal Movement 


_ Production of energy by the electric 
light and power industry during the 
“week ended January 27 fell off slightly, 
compared with the preceding week, to 
2.565,958,000 kw.-hr., according to the 
‘Edison Electric Institute, but exceeded 
‘last year’s figure for the corresponding 


oes 


‘period by 11.9 per cent. The downward 
‘movement followed the pattern of 1937 
and 1938, but was less pronounced, for 
' it amounted to only 0.2 per cent, as 
against 1.9 and 0.5 per cent, success- 
ively, in the two earlier years. In 1939 
there was a rise of 0.1 per cent. 

The gain over the output a year 
ago, while narrower than it was during 
the past few weeks, was equal to the 
- December average. That production is 





























Weekly Output Millions Kw.-Hr. 


1940 1939 1938 
Jan. 27 2,566 Jan. 28 2,293 Jan. 29 2, 
dan. 20 2,572 Jan. 21 2,290 Jan. 22 2, 
Jan, 13 2,593 Jan. 14 2,270 Jan. 15 2,11 
Jan. 6 2,473 8 i 
+d 









’ Jan. 7 2,169 Jan. 
1939 1938 Jan. 
Dec. 30 2,404 Dec. 3! 2,121 


1937 
Dec. 23 2,641 Dec. 24 2,363 Dec. 25 2,085 
Per Cent Change from Previous Year 


Week Ending 

Jan.27  Jan.20 Jan. 13 

New England ........ + 9.0 +10.2 
Middle Atlantic ..... 4- 8.4 +10.1 12.8 
Central Industrial .... +14.6 +162 +175 
West Central ........ +11.7 +10.6 12.8 
Southern States ...... +14.8 +146 15.8 
Rocky Mountain ..... +21.2 +16.5 15.4 
MEG Seka wopeseviss +10.3 +78 10.6 
United States ..... +11.9 +12.3 +14.2 


2.6 


2.4 


2.3 


2.2 


2.1 


Billions of Kw-Hr. 


maintaining its pace is shown also by 
a comparison with the winter peak. 
Last week’s figure missed the all-time 
maximum by less than 3 per cent, 
slightly more than matching the corre- 
sponding performance a year ago. 





“The most conspicuous regional move- 
ment has been in the Rocky Mountain 
area, where the gain over a “Year ago, 
21.2 per cent, is the largest.~since 
October, after dipping to 3.3 in Déetem- 
ber. 





November Energy Sales 
14.2% Over Year Ago 


November operations of the electric 
light and power industry continued the 
gains over 1938 shown in other recent 
months, according to statistics reported 
by the Edison Electric Institute. Energy 
generated amounted to 10,970,645,000 
kw.-hr., 13.0 per cent more than the out- 
put a year ago and only 2 per cent less 
in October, despite the effects of a 
shorter month. 

Drought conditions are reflected in an 
increase of 25.8 per cent over 1938 in 
energy from fuels, 8,175,833,000 kw.-hr., 
and a decrease of 15.0 per cent, to 
2,794,812,000 kw.-hr., in energy from 
water power. The latter therefore con- 
tributed only 25.4 per cent of the total; 
a year ago it was 33.1 per cent. Includ- 
ing net purchases the total input in 
November was 11,401,950,000 kw.-hr., a 
gain of 12.0 per cent over the month in 
1938. 

As shown in the table, sales to ulti- 
‘Mate consumers gained 14.2” per cent. 
*arge commercial light and power, con- 
Mituting 52.5 per cent of the total, 
wanced 17.5 per cent, against 22.3 
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per cent in October. Small commercial 
shows the same gain for November but 
in this case there was an increase over 
the 10.4 per cent reported for the pre- 
ceding month. A corresponding table 
for October was published in the Exec- 
TRICAL Wor Lp of January 6, page 15. 
November revenue from ultimate con- 
sumers rose 6.8 per cent over the 1938 


_ figure to $202,804,800. Total revenue, 


including that from other sources, was 
$204,974,100, up 6.7 per cent. The in- 
crease of more than $3,000,000 over 
October is in line with the seasonal 





Classification of Sales, November, 1939, 
and Increase Over 1938 


Million Per 


Class Kw.-Hr. Cent 
Residential or domestic............ 1,890 + 9.3 
Rural (distinct rural rates only).. * ° 


Commercial & industrial 
Small | and power (retail).. 1,802 +-17.5 
Large light and power (whole- 


NE Sense don Velen tends ekcade ; 17.5 
Public street and highway lItg...... 188 6.3 
Other public authorities........... 205 — 60 
Street and interurban railways..... 333 3.2 
Electrified steam railroads........ 159s +-17.4 
Interdepartmental ...............:. 31. +25.7 

Sales, ultimate consumers........ 9,678 +142 


*Allocated to other classes. 





increase in domestic and small com- 
mercial lighting. 

Domestic consumption continues up- 
ward, rates downward, according to 
averages for the twelve-month period: 
895 kw.-hr. per customer, $36.52 aver- 
age bill, 4.08 cents per kw.-hr. Per- 
centages over the like period a year 
ago were +5.7, +15 and —4.0, re- 
spectively. 

* 


Thieves Take Safe, Cash 


Last week thieves forced open the 
front door of Westchester Lighting 
Company’s Hastings-on-Hudson, N. Y., 
office and stole a 350-pound safe con- 
taining $318 in cash and $130 in 
checks. Police are still looking for 
the safe and the thieves. 


Will Review Hetch Hetchy 


The Supreme Court of the United 
States on January 29 agreed to review 
the suit of the government seeking to 
prevent San Francisco from disposing 
of power from the Hetch Hetchy proj- 
ect through Pacific Gas & Electric Co. 
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Williams New General 
Manager for Roebling’s 
Charles G. Williams, formerly vice- 


president in charge of purchasing and 
manufacturing operations for the fifteen 





plants of the American Chain & Cable 
Co., Inc., has been appointed general 
manager of the John A. Roebling’s Sons 
Co., Trenton, N. J. 

Following graduation from the Shef- 
field Scientific School, Yale University, 
Mr. Williams was employed for a time 
by the Terry Steam Turbine Co., Hart- 
ford, Conn., as a member of the engi- 
neering department. He has been with 
American Chain & Cable since 1913. 
Mr. Williams will assume his duties 
with the John A. Roebling’s Sons Co. 
on March 1. 


> Horace P. Liversince, president of 
the Philadelphia Electric Co., was 
elected a director of the United Gas 
Improvement Co. at a recent meeting 
of the board of directors to succeed 
William H. Taylor, resigned. 


> Frep E. Votxman has been ap- 


pointed electrical superintendent for 
the southern division of Wisconsin 
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Michigan Power Co. Mr. Volkman, 
who has been acting in the capacity of 
electrical superintendent since the 
death of W. B. Montgomery, has been 
employed by the company for the past 
fifteen years. 


> Swney D. Wituiams has been ap- 
pointed vice-president of the Copper- 
weld Steel Co., Glassport, Pa., in 
charge of sales of the company’s new 
steel division at Warren, Ohio. For the 
past fourteen years Mr. Williams has 
been associated with the Timken Roller 
Bearing Co., Canton, Ohio. 


Named Leading Woman 
in Industry for 1940 


Vivien Kellems, president of Kellems 
Products, Inc., has been chosen by the 
Soroptimist clubs of New York as the 
outstanding woman in_ industry for 
1940. The Soroptimists are an inter- 
national organization of business and 
professional women. Miss Kellems is 
the only woman manufacturer in the 





electrical industry and is one of three 
women members of the American In- 
stitute of Electrical Engineers. 


ELECTRICAL 


Robert Plowe of Chicago 
Made Advertising Manager 


Robert Plowe has been appointed 
manager of the publicity and adver- 
tising department of the Commonwealth 


Edison Co., Chicago. Mr. Plowe has 
been acting head of the department 
since the resignation of E. Frank 
Gardiner, formerly manager of the de- 
partment. He came to the company in 
1937 after 26 years’ experience in the 
advertising field. He is a graduate of 
Bradley Polytechnic Institute in gen- 
eral engineering and was subsequently 
engaged in advertising work with such 
organizations as Marshall Field & Co., 
International Harvester Co., Chicago 
Daily News, Chicago Tribune and two 
large advertising agencies. He was 
assistant advertising manager of the 
Edison General Electric Appliance Co. 
for seven years. 
* 


> Roy A. ANDERSON, formerly associ- 
ated with the Pennsylvania Power & 
Light Go., has joined the Ohio Brass 
Co. as a general sales engineer in the 
power utilities department. Following 
graduation from the University of Chat- 
tanooga, Mr. Anderson spent two years 
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with the General Electric Co. and then 
worked for twelve years in a testing 
division of Pennsylvania Power & 
Light’s transmission department, eight 
years being devoted exclusively to the 
testing of bushings and insulation for 
indoor and outdoor substations. 


PGrorce R. Parker, formerly trans- 
mission engineer for the Tennessee 
Electric Power Co., who was employed 
by the Chattanooga Electric Power 
Board when the utility system was ac- 
quired by the city, has been appointed 
chief engineer in charge of co-ordinat- 
ing work of the entire engineering force 
of the board. Mr. Parker was associated 
with the Tennessee Electric Power Co. 
for sixteen years. 


>Frep E. Haxer, who has been asso- 
ciated with the Allis-Chalmers Manu- 
facturing Co. for 40 years, has been 
appointed general manager of pur- 
chases. He entered the purchasing de- 
partment as a stenographer in 1900 
and, working into other jobs in the 
department, he became assistant man- 
ager of purchases in 1916. Mr. Haker 
belongs to both the national and local 
associations of purchasing agents. 


PR. G. Harvey has been appointed 
chairman of the Rural Electrification 
Council of the Empire State Gas and 
Electric Association for 1940. The pur- 
pose of the council is to study and help 
develop more effective uses for elec- 
tricity in agriculture. Mr. Harvey is 
tural service supervisor for the Central 
New York Power Corp. at Syracuse. 


OBITUARY 


>Frank R. Bevcwer, rural service 
representative for the Niagara, Lock- 
port & Ontario Power Co. for the Ba- 
lavia district, died January 14 in that 
city, in his sixty-second year. He had 
been with the company ten years. Mr. 
Beugler entered the public utility in- 
dustry as an employee of the Elmira 
Water, Light, Heat & Power Co. He 
subsequently became associated with 
a underwriting organization in 
Binghamton, but eighteen years later 
he returned to the industry with the 
Central Hudson Gas & Electric Co. in 
Poughkeepsie. Then he joined the Ni- 
agara, Lockport & Ontario organization. 


»Prescorr J. Wricut, head of the 
Yesight Conservation Bureaus of the 
Westchester Lighting Co. and the Yon- 
Electric Light & Power Co., died 

at his home in Mount Vernon, N. Y., 
tr 31. He was 32 years old. 

Mr. Wright had been the head of the 
lus for the past eight years and 

had delivered numerous lectures on 


eyesight conservation to clubs, school 
classes and fraternal organizations. He 
was born in New York City. 


Arthur Markwart 


Arthur Markwart, vice-president in 
charge of engineering of the Pacific 
Gas & Electric Co., San Francisco, died 
at his home in Piedmont January 25, 
following a few months’ illness. 

For more than thirty years Mr. Mark- 
wart has engaged in engineering prac- 





tice, embracing construction, finance 
and organization problems. _ He has 
been identified with Pacific Gas & Elec- 
tric since 1920, when he was appointed 
director of engineering, organizing a 
new engineering department and de- 
signing elements in the rapidly grow- 
ing system. Two years later he was 
elected vice-president in charge of 
engineering. 

His first important connection was 
with the old California Gas & Electric 
Corp., one of the predecessors of Pa- 
cific Gas, in 1904. His position involved 
the design and construction of various 
structures and power plant installa- 
tions. In 1906 his activity shifted from 
technical engineering to management 
and engineering investigation, when he 
became chief engineer and manager 
of the Syndicate Water Co. of Oak- 
land and vice-president and manager 
of the Richmond Water Co. Later he 
became a junior member of Howard & 
Galloway, architects and engineers, en- 
gaged in the construction and recon- 
struction of many of the important 
buildings in San Francisco following 
the great fire of 1906. He spent four 
years in general engineering practice 


as a member of Galloway & Markwart 


and with the launching of the plans 
for the Panama Pacific International 
Exposition in 1912 he became assistant 
director of works and chief of con- 
struction for that huge project. During 
the World War he was closely affiliated 
with the shipbuilding industry on the 
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Pacific Coast. Among his related ac- 
tivities Mr. Markwart has written and 
spoken extensively on subjects bearing 
upon the electric utility industry. 


> G. F. Eruiort, chairman of the board 
of the Elliott Company, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., died in Ridgway, Pa., January 22, 
of pneumonia. He was 47 years of age. 
Mr. Elliott relinquished the presidency 
of the company in 1937 to become 
chairman of the board of directors and 
of the executive committee. 


James Burke 


James Burke, internationally known 
electrical engineer and inventor who 
recently died, was born in Ireland. 
He came to this country at the age of 
18. He became associated with the 
General Electric Co. at Schenectady 
and later helped form the New York 
firm of Herrick & Burke, consulting 
engineers. In 1898 he went to Berlin 
to become technical director for the 
Bergmann-Elektricitaets Gesellschaft, a 
German-American Company, returning 
to America in 1903. In 1904 he organ- 
ized the Burke Electric Co. in Erie, 
Pa., serving as president until 1928, 
when he was named chairman. 

His inventive ability received inter- 
national recognition. The patents 
granted to him for the design of a gen- 
erator winding by which three-wire 
service was made possible from a 
single machine and his “universal” mo- 
tor operating on both direct-current 
and alternating-current circuits had 
far-reaching effects on the expansion 
of electric service. 


At the time of his death he had been 





president of the Edison Pioneers for 
three years. He was elected president of 
the International Electrotechnical Com- 
mission in 1935 after serving for many 
years as a member of the United States 
National Committee. 
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Net of Westinghouse 
for Year Up Sharply 


Wages and salaries of all employees 
of Westinghouse Electric & Manufac- 
turing Co. will be adjusted upward 12 
per cent from base rates this month 
under the company’s wage and salary 
plan. 

President A. W. Robertson announced 
that earnings for the last quarter of 
1939 totaled $4,784,552, which indicated 
a net for the entire year of $13,854,360, 
against $9,052,773 in 1938. 

Net earnings in December totaled 
$1,598,595, against $1,822,117 in No- 
vember and $1,363,840 in October. In 
November all Westinghouse employees 
received adjusted compensation of 10 
per cent above base rates. 

Mr. Robertson pointed out that ap- 
proximately 48,500 employees in 57 
manufacturing and service plants and 
in hundreds of sales and service offices 
will receive the boost in wages this 
month. 

* 


New Plant for Square D 


- Square D Co, has announced the 
~purchase of an eight-acre fattory site 
at Milwaukee and plans to construct a 
“new plant there this year. Company 


ihe ae 


would double the area of the present 
Milwaukee factory. 


Frigidaire Lowers Prices 


A sharp reduction in retail prices of 
all 1940 models of Frigidaire household 
refrigerators has been announced by 
officials of Frigidaire division of Gen- 
eral Motors Sales Corp. Simultane- 
ously with the price changes was the 
announcement of two permanent ad- 
ditions to the 1940 line. The first 
is a refrigerator in the six-cubic-foot 
class to retail at $112.75 installed in 
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Dayton, and the other a new eight- 
cubic-foot model, to sell at $50 less 
than the nearest comparable eight- 
cubic-foot model of last year. Every 
refrigerator in the company’s house- 
hold line is subject to the ‘price 
reduction. 
- 


Laundering Units 
Shipments Advance 


Home laundering appliances shipped 
in 1939 aggregated 1,548,480, an in- 
crease of 24 per cent over the total of 
1,248,154 attained in 1938, according 
to industry figures reported by J. R. 
Bohnen, executive secretary-treasurer 
of the American Washer and Ironer 
Manufacturers’ Association. 

Household washers totaled 1,433,256, 
increase of 25.9 per cent over the 1938 
figure, 1,137,614.  lIroners totaled 
115,224, up 4.24 per cent from the 
number, 110,540, reached in 1938. 

Washers shipped in December were 
77,270, an increase of 14.4 per cent 
over 67,502 in the same month in 
1938 and a seasonal drop from the in- 
dustry’s highest November, 102,990. 
Ironers shipped in December were 
28.7 per cent above a year ago, total- 
ing 11,854, compared to 9,210, and 
also were 18.6 per cent ahead of the 
November total, 9,990. 


Anglo-French Office 


The Anglo-French Purchasing Com- 
mission has established an office in the 
Hibbs Building, Washington, D. C., in 
charge of Miller Hyde. 


Hawaiian Agent Appointed 


Roller-Smith Co., Bethlehem, Pa., 
has announced the appointment of the 
Electric Steel Foundry Co., Box 1920, 
Honolulu, Territory of Hawaii, as its 
sales agent for that territory. 


_and 21 kv. 





Sales Gain of 24% 
for Manufacturers 


Manufacturers’ sales of electrical 
machinery, apparatus and supplies in 
1939, as reported by 87 firms, totaled 
$216,343,000, a gain of 24.1 per cent 
over 1938, according to the Depart 
ment of Commerce. This compares 
with an increase of 12.5 per cent over 
the previous year for all industries 
reporting, 1,613 companies reporting 
total sales of $3,938,963,000, for 1939. 

For December electrical manufac- 
turers’ sales amounted to $19,144,000, 
a decrease of 10.8 per cent from No 
vember and a gain of 31.3 per cent 
over December, 1938. 

Wholesalers’ sales of electrical goods 
during 1939 totaled $129,410,000, as 
reported by 215 firms, a gain of 218 
per cent over 1938. Of the 37 trades 
listed in the report, electrical goods 
made the third largest gain over 1938. 


Finland Gets Generators 
from Germany Despite War 


A 30,000-kva. turbo-generator was 
recently shipped to Finland by the 
A.E.G. (Allgemeine Elektrizitaets Ges 
ellschaft), according to Electrical and 
Radio World Trade News. The mit 
is for a Finnish power plant originally 
equipped with a 16,000-kva. steam tur 
bine-generator; the new three-phase 
unit was built in such a way that only 
small changes in the plant will be 
necessary, according to the report. 

Siemens-Schuckert Werke AG. o 
Berlin also has recently shipped elec 
tric generators to Finland. New hydro 
plant at Harjavalta on the Kumo River 
is to be equipped with two three-phase 
vertical: generators of 42,000 kva. 
with complete control plant for 120, 70 
The first generator has 
been installed and will be oa opera: 
tion shortly, it is said, and the 
generator was shipped in November, 
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1939, to the Finnish port of Maenty- 
foto. The local press stresses the fact 
that shipments were made as scheduled 
in spite of the war. 


Westinghouse Program 


Musical Americana, new Westing- 
house musical radio program, made its 
debut at 8 p.m., E.S.T., on January 
95 over a chain of 96 NBC Blue Net- 
work stations. The orchestra of 102 
instrumentalists, the largest sponsored 
orchestra on the air, is under the di- 
rection of Raymond Paige and is sup- 

by a 24-voice swing choir. 
Deems Taylor, composer, journalist and 
radio commentator, acts as master of 
ceremonies. Kenneth L. Watt of New 
York is the producer and director and 
Milton J. Cross the announcer. The 
program will explore the wide fields of 
American-produced music lore. 


Opens New District Offices 


R. G. Bellezza, president of the 
Locke Insulator Corp., has announced 
the opening of two new district offices 
at Nashville, Tenn., and New Orleans, 
La. The Nashville office will be at 
128 Sixth Avenue, South, in charge of 
N. C. Detherage, and the New Orleans 
ofice in charge of J. J. Finegan, lo- 
cated at 733 Tchoupitoulas Street. 


Japan Forced to Shut Plants 


A critical fuel shortage forced the 
Japanese Government this week to 
suspend the electric power supply in 
fourteen prefectures embracing Osaka, 
Kobe and Kyoto. The suspension was 
for from fourteen to forty hours. It did 
not apply to railways, telegraph or tele- 

systems nor to factories engaged 
in “urgent” industries. 


Hotpoint Motion Picture 


Hotpoint’s full-length feature motion 
picture, “Blame It on Love,” has been 
and prints will be available 


March in each of the twelve 
int districts. 





New York Metal Prices 


Jan.31,'40 Jan. 23, '40 
Cents per Cents per 
nd Pound 
mt glectrolytie 11.625 12.00* 
. price. 5.25 5.50 
hanony a... copa 14.00 14.00 
ss .. Aes 35.00 35.00 
TM cess eeeeeees 5.89 5.89 
i. . suede 45.875 45.25 
% per cent. 20.00 20.00 
Connecticut Valley. 
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Field Reports on Busiress 


While business showed a downward trend last week, reports from various 
sections of the country indicate that considerable optimism prevails for the 
coming months. Utility buying is active and industrial companies are continu- 
ing to expand their manufacturing facilities. Wiring and lighting are playing 


an important part in the new business. 


NEW ENGLAND 


es ae moderation in 
is repo in area at present, a 
deal of optimism for the coming months is 
noted as a t of numerous gov- 
ernment —— allocated in this 
aw past fortnight orders a coe 
in generators — placed by the 
Navy de ar cas, 0 several groups of small 
ne or r drive aggregating more 
than $4,500 were placed with textile mills 
and an encouraging volume of small motor 
orders from machine builders indicate both 
wide diversification and steady activity in 
the electrical field here. 

Bids for the construction of 248 miles of 
rural electric lines estimated to cost in 
the neighborhood of $200,000 have been 
received by the N. H. Co-operative Associ- 
ation and will be opened soon. In Ver- 
mont plans are being formulated to extend 
electric service to 5,000 farms. [lumina- 
tion of parks and ski-ways is quite active. 

Among government plans announced for 
this district which are certain to have 
beneficial effects on buying of electrical 
equipment are a statement that the Boston 
navy yard will build two airplane tenders 
at a-cost of ap ee $10,000,000 ; 
that this yard will begin the construction 
of two destroyers soon at an estimated 
cost of $16,000,000, and that Pratt & 
Whitney Division, United Aircraft, East 
Hartford, Conn., has been given a contract 
for engines involving $3,005,000. A great 
stimulus to the machine tool trade and 
supplies for distribution circuit extension 
is given in the declaration that the Budget 
Bureau has allotted $900,000 for machine 
tools and other equipment for the new 
repair shop to be constructed for the South 
Boston drydock. 


PACIFIC COAST 


January business has slumped somewhat 
because of annual inventories, disclosing 
sizable residues of staples and the many 
special items into which staples are being 
broken down, and also use of annual 
sales conferences that called in soliciting 
salesmen from their territories. However, 
this is seasonal, and prospects in all 
branches of the ‘industry are good. Ex- 
cavation has begun on the $5,000,000 
Pacific Gas & Electric steam plant at 
Oleum to serve the Union Oil Refinery. 
Los Angeles is preparing plans for $20,- 

,000 storm drain work in central busi- 
ness area, necessitating much underground 
readjustment. Bonneville plant power 
commitment has reached 58,810 kva. out 
of 86,400 kva. now available and includes 
nine public buildings, two private utilities 
and two industries. 

Considerable crosstown arterial widen- 
ing is urged in San Francisco, with much 
relighting. Several interior cities are re- 
lamping their street standards with double 
their previous wattage. Nearly $300,000 
electrical rewiring in downtown San Fran- 
cisco has been completed or booked as a 
result of an adequate wiring campaign, 
which has disclosed that practically every 
large building’s wiring system is already 
overload 

Salesmen report merchants are buying 


1940 


whether ie nek te sete meee 
gen trend in major appliances, 

tors, will be — 
aoe fair or cheapest merchandise. The 
$100 refrigerator and $100 radio-phono- 


rae —— will apparently have 


NEW YORK 


Governmental efforts are being made to 
spur home construction to increase = 
ment this year. Some progress is 
made to bring down the cost of building 
materials. Engineering construction awards 
showed another decline for the week and 
more than 30 per cent under a year ago. 
During the first four weeks awards were 
38 per cent lower than last year. However, 
private awards are up 12 per cent. 

After holding in a narrow range = es 
past eight weeks, business is a 
down-trend, with many indicators follow- 
ing steel. Some of the drops are exagger- 
ated by seasonal tendencies. It is expected 
that the downward movement will fade out 
in March, with a new upturn which will 
carry through to the end of the year. 

There has been some talk of snipping 
at utility construction budgets, but many 
manufacturers — a good volume of 
incoming orders. It is not likely that utili- 
ties will trim budgets to any great extent 
if business continues at a good pace. 

Appliance manufacturers are getting 
their sales drive under full way. Bendix 
has advanced prices $10 on its standard 
washing machine. Maytag has introduced a 
new model. Home-laundering appliances 
a in 1939 were 24.04 per cent above 

1938. An even better year is expected in 
1940. The price war among electric refrig- 
erator manufacturers is broadening. 


CHICAGO 


The pace of business in this area showed 
declining tendencies in a number of lines 
last week. The slackening of industrial 
activity was not pronounced, however, and 
leaves the rate still at an unusually high 
level, substantially in advance of a year 


0. 

Electric power output increased slightly 
over the previous week to a level 11.6 per 
cent above the corresponding period last 
year. Telephone installations moved 
steadily ahead to s i. the million mark 
for the first time in 

Utility buying is most <a with 
some sizable orders being placed for new 


“equipment and supplies. Expansion of 


manufacturing facilities by numerous in- 
dustrials continues to move steadily ahead, 
with the result that orders for electrical 
apparatus are holding up fairly well. 
Electrical permits have declined somewhat 
during the past two weeks, but show con- 
siderable activity on installations of small 
motors, new circuits, additional outlets and 
lighting fixtures. 

Dealers report relatively good turnover 
of small appliances, refrigerators and 
radios. Bids were requested last week on 
300 aerial potheads, 700 2-in. steel conduit 

ws, four motor-generator sets and 
seven motor pumps. 
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Utility Market Reflects Little Change 
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Prices of electric light and power securities moved within a narrow range during the 
past week. “Electrical World” stock index dipped to 32.0, last week, 32.1; last year 
30.0. “Electrical World” bond index 106.1, last week 106.0. 





Merger Confirmed 
by A. H. Schoellkopf 


Alfred H. Schoellkopf, president of 
Niagara Hudson Power Corp., has an- 
nounced that petitions would soon be 
filed with the New York Public Service 
Commission requesting the necessary 
authorization of that commission to the 
consolidation of Buffalo Niagara Elec- 
tric Corp., New York Power & Light 
Corp., Niagara, Lockport & Ontario 
Power Co., Lockport and Newfane 
Power & Water Supply Co. and Cen- 
tral New York Power Corp. and to 
the transfer of the stock of the Ni- 
agara Falls Power Co. by Buffalo, 
Niagara & Eastern Power Corp. to the 
consolidated corporation. He further 
stated that it will be necessary to ob- 
tain authorizations from the SEC and 
that appropriate applications would 
hereafter be filed with that commis- 
sion. ; 

Mr. Schoellkopf stated that this is a 
major step in the further simplification 
of the corporate structure of the Niag- 
ara Hudson System. The companies to 
be consolidated are the electric and 
gas operating utilities of the Niagara 
Hudson - System rendering service to 
the public in the State of New York. 
All of the common stock of the consoli- 
dated corporation will be held by 
Niagara Hudson Power Corp. and by 
Buffalo, Niagara & Eastern Power Corp. 


Sells $15,000,000 Bonds 


Consolidated Telegraph & Electrical 
Subway Co., wholly owned subsidiary 
of Consolidated Edison Co. of New 
York, has sold $15,000,000 of 20-year 
314 per cent debentures, due January 1, 
1960, at a price to yield 3.10 per cent. 
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Insurance companies bought $13,710,- 
000 of the bonds and Consolidated 
Edison purchased $1,290,000 to be 
pledged with trustees of one of its own 
underlying issues. 


Mountain States Power 
Plan Approved 


SEC has approved the amended plan 
of reorganization of the Mountain 
States Power Co., according to an an- 
nouncement by Z. E. Merrill of Al- 
bany, Ore., president of the company. 

This plan provides for the issue and 
sale of $7,500,000 of new 4%4 per cent 
bonds and $600,000 of 3 per cent serial 
notes and the use of the proceeds from 
these sales to pay off the present bond- 
holders in full, with interest to a date 
thirty days subsequent to the date of 
payment. This is in lieu of the issuance 
to present bondholders of new 5 per 
cent bonds, as was provided in the pre- 
vious plan of reorganization, Mr. Mer- 
rill explained. 

Application will be made immediately 
to the U. S. District Court for the Dis- 
trict of Delaware at Wilmington for an 
early hearing upon the confirmation of 
the amended plan. 


Want Investors to Buy 
South American Utilities 


There is talk in Washington govern- 
ment circles of the suggestion that 
American investors supply senior 
money for bonds and even preferred 
stock for purchase of securities of 
South American public utilities when 
they are liquidated by Europeans, as 
a result of the drain on capital caused 


by the war. It is felt that such Amer. 
can purchases would tend to better 
trade relations. 

Belief is that the war will cause 
Great Britain to liquidate many of her 
traction and utility investments jp 
South America and that Americans 
would do well to purchase: these. The 
suggestion is that South Americans 
should retain equity control of the 
properties, or at least give them ap 
option to purchase such control after 
bonds and preferred  sstocks are 
retired. 

* 


Seek Voting Rights 
of Portland Utility 


Market prices of Pacific Coast utility 
securities, especially Portland General 
Electric and Puget Sound Power & 
Light, went through some quick 
changes during the past two weeks as 
a result of bankruptcy rumors and the 
internal fight to gain control of voting 
stock of Portland General Electric Co. 

Trustees of Portland Electric Power 
Co., now in bankruptcy, have been ne- 
gotiating with the Guaranty Trust Co. 
trustees for the utility’s $15,918,000 
issue of collateral income bonds, con- 
cerning the voting rights of the entire 
capital stock of Portland General Elec- 
tric Co. and Portland Traction Co. 
pledged as collateral behind the bonds. 

The feeling of the independent 
trustees is that they will not be able to 
work out a satisfactory and lasting 
plan of reorganization unless they have 
either actual or co-operative control of 
Portland General Electric Co. stock. 
The trustees have favored putting the 
operating company into bankruptcy, 
but this has been opposed. 


American & Foreign Power 
Declares Two Dividends 


Holders of preferred stocks of Amer 
ican & Foreign Power, unit in Electric 
Bond & Share system, have seen many 
a lean year since they received their 
last dividend check on January 2 
1932. Adding up the accumulations, 
the holders of the $6 preferred have 
$47.70 and the $7 preferred $55.65 8 
share still coming to them after they 
receive their 30 cents a share and 
cents a share dividends, respectively, 
on March 15, next. f 

In announcing the dividends Pres 
dent C. E. Calder said that the com 
pany was paying $2,000,000 on Its 
notes to banks and Electric Bond & 
Share, reducing the indebtedness 
$20,000,000. 
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Arkansas Rural Survey 
Completed by Board 


Electric power lines of private and 
co-operative companies served approxi- 
mately 18,800 farm families and rural 
commercial consumers in Arkansas on 
November 1, according to a survey 
made by H. W. Blalock of the Ar- 
kansas Utilities Commission. 

Private utilities, Co ner Bla- 
lock said, served 8,845 farm: families 
and 488 commercial customers. In 
addition they served some 4,200 rural 
industrial customers. 

The co-operatives had 5,340 miles 
of lines scheduled for construction at 
the time the survey was conducted, 
and of this amount 2,256 miles had 
been actually constructed and ener- 
gized by November 1. An additional 
1,031 miles were ready for energiza- 
tion, the commission asserted, while 
2,053 miles were under construction. 


EHFA Closes Appliance 
and Wiring Contracts 


Electric Home and Farm Authority 
has announced that contracts have been 
closed with the city of Jacksonville, 
Ii.; Top O’Michigan Rural Electric 
Co., Boyne City, Mich.; Hall County 
Electric Co-operative, Memphis, Tex.; 
Guadalupe Valley Electric Co-operative, 
Inc., Cost, Tex.; Marshall County 
Rural Electric Co-operative, Marshall- 
town, Iowa, and the Delaware Rural 
Electric Co-operative, Inc., Delaware, 
Ohio. Contracts provide for co-operation 
in financing the sale of electric appli- 
ances. 

EHFA also announced that con- 
tracts had been closed with the Dela- 
ware Rural Electric Co-operative, Inc., 
Delaware, Ohio, and the Union Rural 
Electric Co-operative, Inc., Marysville, 
Ohio. Contracts provide that EHFA 
and utilities co-operate in financing the 
Wiring or rewiring of existing homes 
and farms. 

* 


Aids Condemnation Action 


Judge Lloyd L. Black of Federal 
Tacoma, Wash., has announced 
will grant certificates of public use 
and necessity to public utility districts 
of Cowlitz, Lewis and Thurston Coun- 
ties, Washington, to enable them to 
condemnation actions against 
Properties of the Puget Sound Power & 
t Co. in those counties, involving 
thout $4,000,000. Representative for 
the public utilities districts has asked 
Court to consolidate the condemna- 
tion actions into one case. 


Sales Opportunities 


Scortssturr, Nes. — —— Public 
Service Co. is completing plans for expan- 
sion and improvements in steam-electric 
generating station at South Scottsbluff, to 
include installation of new 2500-kw. tur- 


close to $300,000. Company also plans 


extensions in transmission lines in connec- 


tion with station development. 


Witson, - C.—City age plans er 
pansion and improvements munici 
power plant, including installation of a 
new ere unit and Te 
equipment. nd issue of $300,000 
been authorized for project and work be 
be carried out soon. 


MarsuHFietp, Ore.—Evans Products Co., 
15310 Fullerton Street, Detroit, Mich., 
manufacturer of auto loaders and other 
wood products, plans installation of motors 
and controls, switchgear, conveyors, elec- 
tric hoists and other a in pro- 
posed new plywood mill at Marshfield, 
expanding present plant at that place. 
Company has taken options on large tract 
of land. Mill will comprise several one- 
story units, equipped for large capacity. 
Work is scheduled to be carried out this 
year. Cost estimated close to $1,000,000. 


PortLanp, Ore.—Administrator, Bonne- 
ba Project, a of Interior, 811 

N.E. Oregon Street, and, receives 
bids until February 12 for seven 10,000- 
kva. transformers (Circular 691). Also, 
at same time, for seven 25,000-kva. trans- 
formers (Circular 736). Until February 
16, for 7,800 insulator units for Selah and 
Ellensburg, Wash. (Circular 729). 


Austin, Tex.—City Council, Guiton 
Morgan, city manager, is considering ex- 
tensions and improvements in municipal 
power plant, including installation of ad- 
ditional equipment; also, expansion in 
electrical distribution system, including 
new lines and improvements in certain 
parts of a system. Cost estimated 
over $100. 


‘Sandie ie: ll River Conserva- 
tion Reclamation District, Temple, J. A. 
Norris, general manager, has plans and 
surveys under way for new high-tension 
transmission line to connect power stations 
at Possum Kingdom dam on Brazos River, 
vicinity of Temple, and at DeCordova 
Bend dam, near Granbury, Tex., over 100 
miles. Cost reported over $500,000 with 
switching stations and other operating 
facilities. 

Wasuincton, D. C. — Quartermaster, 
Army War College, Washington, receives 
bids until February 23 for electrical dis- 
tribution and street-lighting systems at 
college (Circular 917-28). 


Cuicaco, Itt. — Commonwealth Edison 
Co. has low bid from Herlihy Mid-Conti- 
nent Company, 20 North Wacker Drive, 
for addition to Northwest generating sta- 
tion, Roscoe Street and California Avenue, 
including alterations in present power 
plant, exclusive of equipment, and will 
make award soon. Equipment will be in- 
stalled for increased capacity, to be known 
as Unit No. 7. Sargent’ & Lundy, Inc., 140 
South Dearborn Street, is consulting engi- 
neer. 


Pratrre pu Sac, Wis.—Wisconsin Power 
& Light Co., Madison, Wis., plans improve- 
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ments in equipment at hydroelectric power 

plant at Prairie du Sac, including conver- 
sion of two generating units from 25 to 60- 
cycle operation, with increase in capacity 
of units by about 1000-kw. Cost esti- 
a a $160,000. Applica- 
tion for permission to pro- 
ceed with work. 


PortLanp, Ore.—Pacific Power & Light 
Co. is arranging fund of about $600,000 
for extensions and improvements in trans- 
mission and distributing lines during pres- 
ent year, of which approximately $325,000 
will be used for new primary and _second- 
ary lines in rural districts. Close to 
$200,000 will be expended for additions to 
present power substations and new substa- 
tion units in different parts of system. 
Company has plans and surveys neari 
completion for new transmission line in 
Wolf Creek area, vicinity of Seaside, Ore., 
about 10 miles long. Also, will begin 
work soon on additions and improvements 
in hydro-electric power plant in vicinity of 
Bend, Ore., with installation of equipment 
to increase capacity about 1500-kw. 


Lancaster, Pa.—Armstrong Cork Co. 
plans installation of motors and controls, 
Ph scouts conveyors and other equipment 

proposed new addition to local plant. 
Cost estimated, about $500,000. Work is 
scheduled to be carried out during spring. 


men Fra lem of Yards “4 
a W 
DG. io nie bids ye closing dete 
stated) for installation of turbo-alternator, 
condenser and auxiliaries in main power 
house at Naval Air Station, Pensacola; 
also, for furnishing and installing switch- 
gear, instruments, water pump and acces- 
sories, piping, etc., same station (Speci- 
fications 9371). 


Nettsvitte, Wis. — Northern States 
Power Co., Eau Claire, Wis., plans exten- 
sions and improvements in power substa- 
tion at Neillsville, including installation 
of additional equipment for increased ca- 
pacity. Proposed to begin work soon. 


Wess Crry, Mo.—City Council is con- 
sidering installation of a municipal elec- 
tric power plant and will have surveys 
and estimates of cost made at early date. 


BonneEVILLE, Ore.—United States Engi- 
neer Office, Bonneville, receives bids until 
February 16 for steel trash racks, gates, 
stop logs, dogging devices and accessory 

ipment for Bonneville power station 
(Gireular 123). 


Cornwetts Heicuts, Pa.—Pennsylvania 
Salt Manufacturing Co., Widener Building, 
Philadelphia, Pa., plans installation of 
motors and controls, regulators, trans- 
= and accenorie, ne gg 

equi mn new pliant at rmn- 

te Mochee Ck Bucks County), near Phil- 
“ihe where tract of about 52 acres of 
land, fronting on Delaware River, has 
been purchased. Plant will comprise sev- 
eral one and multi-story units for produc- 
tion of heavy chemi It will replace 
present plant _ company at Oregon Ave- 
nue aa oe Delaware River, Philadelphia, 
which was purchased a few months ago 
by Philadelphia Electric Co., site for new 
steam-electric generating station. Work on 
chemical plant is scheduled to begin in 
near future. Cost reported close to $2,- 
500,000, with equipment. 
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Mobile Utility Light 


This unique unit has wide applications 
for lighting objects and operations not 
sufficiently illuminated by general light- 
ing in garages, service stations, factories, 





Portable utility floodlight ‘'Circulite,"" de- 


signed for use with PAR-38, 150-watt in- 
candescent on. flood and spot 
lamps. Steber Mfg. Co., 1020 W. Adams 
St., Chicago, Ill 


warehouses, display rooms, studios and 
the home. The “Circulite” can be rolled 
around or hung on the wall by a slot pro- 
vided in the base. It is adjustable and its 
beam can be adjusted where light is most 
needed, 
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Photochemical Printer 


Mimeograph photochemical printer, re- 
guires 60 cycles, 110 volts a.c. A. B. 
Dick Co., Chicago, Ill. 


The new feature of this printer is the 
light source. Around the light tubing is 
a heavy, transparent cylinder. By expo- 
sure to this light an opaque drawing on 
translucent cloth or paper can be trans- 
ferred to a sensitized stencil sheet. The 
stencil is developed and placed in the 
Mimeograph duplicator for black-and- 
white reproduction in quantity. Engineer- 
ing applications include production, esti- 
mating and sales. 

e 


Circuit Tester 


Mode! 785 industrial circuit tester for 
voltage, current and resistance measure- 
ments in signal, control and electronic 
circuits. eston Electrical Instruments 
Corp., Newark, N. J. 


Ratings of the circuit tester, announced 
in Erectrica Wortp for January 13, 1940, 
were inadvertently omitted. Ranges are: 
D.c. volts, 0-1/10/50/200/500/1,000 at 20,- 
000 ohms per volt; a.c. volts, 0-5/15/30/ 
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150/300/500 at 1,000 ohms volt; d.c. 
current, 0-50 microamp., 0-1/10/100 milli- 
amp., 1 amp., and 10 amp. ranges; a.c. 
current (self-contained current transform- 
er), 0-0.5/1/5/10 amp., and resistance, 0- 
3,000, 0-30,000 ‘and 0-300,000 ohms, 0-3/30 
megohms (self-contained batteries). In- 
strument weighs 134 lb. and measures 
13x123x53 in. 


Telephone Booth 


Model 20! telephone booth, for noisy fac- 
tories. Burgess Battery Co., W. Huron 
St., Chicago, Ill. 


This new model acoustical telephone 
booth is designed to provide a zone of 
quiet for telephones used in factories, 
power houses and other noisy industrial 
locations. The booth has no doors and 
is lined with a heavy layer of sound- 
absorbing material protected by perforated 
steel facing. Height 79% in., width 31 in. 


depth 38 in. Front opening 24 in. wide, 
* _ high. Net weight approximately 
7. i 


Fuse Link 


All internal parts are totally inclosed 
both before and after blowing. The com- 
pany claims that the assembly does not 
separate and no loose ends are left dan- 





Indicating secondary links rated 115/230 
volts and available in ampere ratings 
from 5 to 200 inclusive. hweitzer & 
pvereggy gi 4435 Ravenswood Ave., Chi- 
cago, 


gling. Products of link melting are re- 
tained and condensed within the tube. The 
indication is positive and easily detected 
from the ground. 





Who Makes What? 


“Electrical Buyers Reference;"' published 
annually. Electrical World, 330 West 42d St., 
New York, N. Y. 


Names, addresses and products of elec- 
trical manufacturers are catalogued in this 
convenient, annual publication for public 
utility, industrial, engineering and other 
major electrical buying interests. 
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New switch with terminals for handling 


No. 14 solid wire. Micro Corp., 
Freeport, Ill 
Ample space is allowed for making 


connections. The company claims that 
this switch is water-, oil- and dust-tight. 


Switchboard Wire 


Small diameter switchboard wire, available 
with solid or stranded tinned conductors. 
General Electric Co., Bridgeport, Conn, 


A new “Deltabeston” switchboard wire, 
it is insulated with purified asbestos and 
plasticized polyvinyl chloride compound. 
The insulation consists of a_ seamless 
elastic tube of the synthetic resinous com- 

und under a wall of felted asbestos. 

is, in turn, is covered by an impreg- 
nated cotton flame-resisting braid. The 
company claims that the dielectric strength 
of the new wire is constant and not 
affected by sharp bends. 


Geared Head Motor 


A new line of open type gear reduc- 
tions for Type YAr size motors; ratios 
36:1, 54:1 and 269:1. Barber-Colman Co., 
Rockford, Ill. 


The three gear ratios provide output 
shaft speeds of 80, 54 and 11 r.p.m. Sev- 
eral different outputs are provided for 
each speed, depending on the size and 
duty cycle of the motor employed. 
textolite gear is employed on the first step 
to reduce noise to a minimum, the com- 
pany claims. 


Welding Material 


New welding material "'Castolin' comes 
in a variety of alloys and fluxes for oxy- 
acetylene welding. Park Sales Company, . 
3 Park Place, New York, ; 


The company claims that the advantage 
of this new product is that characteristic 
which makes it possible to weld at unust- 
ally low* temperatures, thus making it 
suitable for repair work without preheat- 
ing the metal. Alloys for steel, aluminum, 
brass and bronze industries are available. 
The alloys are available in rods, the fluxes — 
in powder or paste form. 


- 


